Issue #10—winter 2012-2013

According to newspaper reports, 2012 was “Wyoming’s Worst
Fire Season.” The 1,300 wildfires burned 600,000 acres; twice
that of a “normal” year. These fires burned more than 100
homes and cabins, plus additional outbuildings. See page 3.
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A FEW INFLUENCES ON FUTURE FIREWISE and YOU

As a direct result of the thousands of home and cabins burned
during the wildfires of the last few years, some insurance companies are requiring that wildland cabins and homes in the
wildland urban interface (WUI) have an approved and implemented Wildfire Mitigation Plan (WMP) before they can be
insured. This requirement has recently been applied to some
properties in Wyoming. See page five of this newsletter for
more on insurance for wildfires.
In other parts of the country, the cost of fire protection for rural
properties has
gotten so high that
specific new taxes/fees are being
collected on rural
properties in unincorporated areas
where resident’s
property taxes are
already paying for
fire protection.
This hasn’t arrived
in Wyoming.
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Bighorn Basin Firewise Coordinators.
Casper Mtn. Sheepherder Hill Fire
Under-deck Flammables
Wildfire Insurance?
Spring Spraying of Pine Trees
Proper Forest Management Practices
Little Things That Count
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Greybull Fuels Project Update
A post-fire Firewise report
Some Do and Don’t items
Points to Ponder
Bark beetle protection
Plus another little thing that counts
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THE BIG HORN BASIN FIREWISE COORDINATORS ARE:
Big Horn County: The County Fire Warden is Brent Godfrey (307) 568-2324. The Firewise Coordinator is Chris
Weydeveld, cweydeveld@wytfs.com, Technical Forestry Services, LLC, 6628 W. Riverside Dr. Casper, Wyoming
82604, or (307) 333-1098 (office), (307) 272-9533 (mobile).
Washakie County: Chris Kocher, Fire Warden, ckocher@worlandfire.org, P.O. Box 504, Worland, Wyoming
82401, or (307) 347-6379.
Hot Springs County: No Firewise Coordinator has yet been selected. Contact Jay Duvall, County Fire Warden, at
(307) 921-1485, or hscdwarden@gmail.com
Park County : Bernie Spanogle, Firewise Coordinator, can be reached at pcfirewise@gmail.com. or at 307-250
-9387. The County Fire Warden is Russ Wenke, rwenke@parkcounty.us, 1131 11th Street, Cody, Wyoming 82414,
or (307) 527-8551.http://codyconservationdistrict.com/firewise.php
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If you have general or specific questions about Firewise, two good online sources of
answers are: www.firewisewyoming.com and www.livingwithfire.com.
Do you have topics you would like included in future newsletters? Please submit your suggestions and
comments to gwynn@wytfs.com, cweydeveld@wytfs.com, to Chris at any of the above phone numbers, or by mail to G. Wynn, 824 Country Club Road, Casper, Wyoming 82609.
Thanks for providing funding for this newsletter go to the Wyoming State Forestry Division, the Big Horn
County Fire Warden, and the U.S. Forest Service.
This newsletter is provided as a service of your county’s Firewise Coordinator. If you choose not to
receive future issues, please respond to the E-mail address that delivered it, or to G. Wynn by mail.
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GREYBULL FIREWISE VOLUNTEER DAY 9/27/2012
Fifteen Big Horn County Firewise volunteers and Big
Horn County Weed & Pest crew members spent most
of a day in the Greybull riverside fuel treatment area
cutting Russian olive and tamarisk sprouts, and spraying them with herbicide to kill these invasive plants.

This was the next phase of the 36 acre fuels mitigation
project within the town of Greybull. Slash burning will
occur when conditions permit this winter. Funding for
the 120 gallons of herbicide mix was provided by Big
Horn County, and the City of Greybull.
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The text below comes directly from the Fall 2012 issue of
the Casper Mountain Forest Stewardship Association’s
Natrona County Mountain “NEW” newsletter. It was
written soon after the September Sheepherder Hill Fire
that burned more than 15,000 acres on and adjacent to
Casper Mountain. The fire destroyed a tallied 37 seasonal homes, cabins, and trailers, plus another 23 outbuildings. Many more structures were damaged or threatened.
Conditions on that portion of the mountain were very
similar to rural communities and mountain cabin groups in the Bighorn Basin. Note
Mr. Weaver’s emphasis on the basic Firewise principles of maintaining “Defensible Space”
around all structures.
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The above illustration is based on one provided by the Oregon Department of Forestry.
Their Firewise program has created several illustrations that are appropriate for the Firewise
program in our area, and has given permission to use them for Bighorn Basin Firesmart.
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The section below came directly from Foothills Observer, the Fremont County
Firewise Program newsletter. While some of the wording mentions Fremont County
specifically, the content has direct application to all residents and cabin holders in
every Bighorn Basin community and mountain cabin group. Special thanks to the
author, Ron Wempen, Fremont County Firewise Coordinator, for allowing use of this
article in Bighorn Basin Firesmart.
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This process is not a 100% solution, but can protect some individual pine trees
from bark beetles, if the tree has adequate spacing in relation to other surrounding
trees. To be effective, a rule of thumb would be that the sprayed trees be at least a
crown width away from other trees, or in well-spaced two or three tree clumps.
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From the Summer 2012 issue of WYOMING TREE NEWS

ONE MORE LITTLE THING THAT COUNTS
And it’s not just what is outside your buildings. The photo shows windblown leaves in
the corner of a garage or
shed. If the door is open,
doesn’t fit tight with the
walls or floor, or has wide
cracks, this is a good spot for
embers to catch the building
on fire. A workshop vacuum
cleaner does a good
job removing this
hazard.
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AND ANOTHER LITTLE THING THAT COUNTS

GOOD

BAD

Cinders are a good Firewise border
around your home or cabin.

But they must be kept clear of flammable
materials to be effective.

Big Horn County Firewise
6628W. Riverside Drive
Casper,Wyoming 82604
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