Issue #24 — SUMMER2017
The National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) prediction is that “below
normal” significant wildland fire potential is expected across Wyoming for
July, followed by “Normal” fire potential for August and September. Page 5
is some explanation of the NIFC predictions that are online at “NIFC Prediction” for the current year.

Bighorn basin fireWISE commUNITIES

BIGHORN BASIN FIRESMART

WYOMING WILDFIRE PREDICTION FOR JULY-SEPTEMBER 2017

Firewise funding has been obtained to continue updating the
Community Wildfire Protection Plans for both Washakie and Big
Horn counties, conduct some much needed timber thinning fuels
reduction work near forested Wildland Urban Interface communities,
and gather data for a “structural ignitability” study (See below)
within all areas of both counties. Cooperators in these efforts
include not only the county governments and private landowners,
but the Wyoming State Forestry Division, U.S. Forest Service, and
the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).
These Technical Forestry Services wildfire mitigation folks will be
conducting structure ignitability assessments in Big Horn Basin
Counties this summer. If you see them around your home or cabin,
and would like information about making your structure more defensible in the event of wildfire, feel free to ask them for more information.

Chris Weydeveld

Gibson Weydeveld

George Wynn

This and all future Bighorn Basin Firesmart issues will go only to
E-mail recipients. All issues will also be available on Facebook, at:

https://www.facebook.com/bighornbasin.firewise
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Special points of interest
* And a 2017 fire season prediction
* And Firewise websites
* Read this BEFORE a wildfire
* Key Firewise items
* It’s purpose and content
* All are in Wyoming
* Firewise principles at work
* A Wildfire Mitigation Plan form
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THE BIG HORN BASIN FIREWISE COORDINATORS ARE:
Big Horn County: The County Fire Warden is Brent Godfrey (307) 568-2324.
Washakie County: Chris Kocher, Fire Warden, ckocher@worlandfire.org, P.O. Box 504, Worland,
Wyoming 82401, or (307) 347-6379. The Firewise Coordinator is Chris Weydeveld,
cweydeveld@wytfs.com, Technical Forestry Services, LLC, 6628 W. Riverside Dr. Casper, Wyoming 82604, or (307) 333-1098 (office), (307) 272-9533 (mobile).
Hot Springs County: Contact Dion Robbins, County Fire Warden, at (307) 431-2767, or
hscdwarden@rtconnect.com.
Park County : Bernie Spanogle, Firewise Coordinator, can be reached at pcfirewise@gmail.com.
or at 307-250-9387. The County Fire Warden is Russ Wenke, rwenke@parkcounty.us, 1131
11th Street, Cody, Wyoming 82414, or (307) 527-8551.
The basin Firewise website : parkcountyfirewise.com When you get there, surf the MENU
to see what articles, photos, and short video clips are there. Check it out.
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If you have general or speciﬁc ques ons about Firewise, two good online sources of
answers are: www.ﬁrewisewyoming.com and www.livingwithﬁre.com.
Do you have topics you would like included in future newsle ers? Please submit your sugges ons and
comments to ﬁrewise@wy s.com, or by mail to G. Wynn, 824 Country Club, Casper, Wyoming 82609.
Thanks for providing this newsle er go to the Wyoming State Forestry Division, the Washakie County Fire
Warden, and the U.S. Forest Service. They provide the funding.
This newsle er is provided as a service of your county’s Firewise Coordinator. If you choose not to
receive future issues, please respond to ﬁrewise@wy s.com, or to Big Horn/Washakie Firewise (6628
W. Riverside Drive, Casper, Wyoming 82604) by mail.
This handy information source comes from the Firewise Communities program that includes numerous websites related to Firewise
and structure protection from wildfires. The information topics
include these electronic files:
Complete Firewise toolkit (PDF)
A Guide to Firewise Principles (PDF)
Firewise Tips Checklist for Homeowners (PDF)
Guidelines for Spelling/Usage of Firewise (PDF)
Tips for High Fire Danger Days (PDF)
Firewise Communities/USA® Recognition Program Checklist (PDF)
Firewise Communities/USA® Recognition Program infographic (PNG)
Residents and local fire department: Addressing wildfire risks together (PDF)

You can now keep up on daily news and events with Bighorn Basin
Firewise. Go to: https://www.facebook.com/bighornbasin.firewise
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NATIONAL INTERAGENCY FIRE CENTER MONTHLY WILDAND FIRE PREDICTIONS
The National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC), in Boise, issues monthly wildfire predictions for
the entire country for the entire year. Below are some parts of that. The complete report can
be accessed at “NIFC Prediction,” with a simple search. The year is noted in the menu.

Each monthly summary is accompanied by
maps similar to the one shown here, plus
Weather and Climate Outlooks, and Geographic Area Forecasts, for the anticipated
conditions in each of the regions of the U.S.
The Weather and Climate Outlooks also
has some application to agriculture, though it
is based on information in other national websites specific to that purpose.

WHEN THERE ARE FIRES IN YOUR AREA, GO TO PAGE 3 AND REVIEW YOUR SITUATION.
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A FEW BIG THINGS THAT CANCEL OUT FIXING THE LITTLE THINGS
Here are a few situations where the surrounding vegetation needs to be treated to
give your home or cabin any chance of surviving a wildfire.

All of these cabins and homes are in Wyoming. If yours looks like any of these,
you should contact your county’s Firewise Coordinator (Page 2), for a Wildfire
Mitigation Plan (WMP) with recommendations to correct the situation before your
neighborhood is on fire. It is unlikely that firefighters would risk their lives to protect
any of these structures.
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IF YOUR CABIN OR HOME SURROUNDINGS ARE LIKE PAGE 6, USE THIS GUIDE TO FIX IT.
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If your Big Horn or Washakie County cabin, or Wildland Urban Interface
(WUI) rural home needs a WILDFIRE MITIGATION PLAN, contact your
County Firewise Coordinator Firewise, at (307) 333-1098, Firewise@wytfs.com, or 6628 W. Riverside Drive, Casper, Wyoming 82604.
Requests will be kept on file, if funding as not available for this task in
2017. Here’s a plan request form for Big Horn and Washakie counties.
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