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  Firewise/Firesmart Coordinators  2 * Two Montana Fire Safe publications

  Hardening Your Home   3 * Some Firesmart reminders

  Breaking up vegetation fuels   4 * Vertically and horizontally

  Firesmart before & after photos  5 * Untreated wood deck & siding

  2019 Bighorn Basin Picnic  6 * June 15 in the Bighorns

  Preseason Firesmart Checklist  7 * Websites to track wildfire activity

  2019 Fire Season NIFC Prediction  8 * 2019 Tree pruning assistance

This and all future Bighorn Basin Firesmart issues will go only to  
E-mail recipients.  All issues will also be available on Facebook, at: 

https://www.facebook.com/bighornbasin.firesmart 

FIRESMART WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENT 

Firesmart Workshop Helps Bighorn Basin Landowners Prepare for Wildfire Season 

Bighorn Basin Firesmart will host a workshop on wildfire mitigation for landowners and 
homeowners on Monday, May 6, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Worland Communi-

ty Center. The program will begin at 7:00 and there will be handouts and refreshments. 

This interactive workshop will feature information on reducing wildfire risk to property 
and buildings for those in the urban-wildland interface, as well as how to create a  
defensible space around homes and buildings that will protect property AND look good, 

wildfire behavior, hazardous fuels, resources for land owners, and much more. 

Speakers include CJ Grimes, Wildlife Biologist with Canyon Wren Consulting in Ten 
Sleep, who will discuss wildlife conflicts with the Russian olive; Chris Kocher, Washakie 
County Fire Warden and Worland Fire Chief, on challenges with wildfire in Washakie 
County; Russ Linneman, Fuels Treatment Contractor, on what to expect when remov-
ing Russian olives from your property; Dr. Yvonne Warren Worland BLM, talking about 
Firewise Landscaping; and Chris Weydeveld, Washakie County Firesmart Coordinator, 

on available programs offered to private landowners through the Firesmart program. 

In addition, participants can take home informational brochures and handouts from the 

State of Wyoming and other agencies and organizations. 

This workshop is presented by Technical Forestry Services, LLC, which contracts with 
Washakie County to do education and wildfire mitigation for property owners. Chris 
Weydeveld is the owner and operator of Technical Forestry Services. He has served 
as Washakie County Firewise/Firesmart Coordinator since 2013. Chris is a 1987  
graduate of the University of Montana with a BS Degree in Forest Resource Manage-

ment and is a Certified Forester and a Certified Arborist. 

Contacts: Janet Reasoner: 307-568-2494, jreasoner@wytfs.com 

Chris Weydeveld: 307-272-9533, cweydeveld@wytfs.com 

For web information about the workshop: 
http://wytfs.com/firesmart-workshop/ 

https://www.facebook.com/bighornbasin.firewise
mailto:jreasoner@wytfs.com
mailto:cweydeveld@wytfs.com
http://wytfs.com/firesmart-workshop/
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THE BIG HORN BASIN FIREWISE/FIRESMART COORDINATORS ARE: 

Big Horn County:  The County Fire Warden is Brent Godfrey (307) 568-2324. 

Washakie County: Chris Kocher, Fire Warden, ckocher@worlandfire.org, P.O. Box 504, Worland, 

Wyoming 82401, or (307) 347-6379. The Firesmart Coordinator is Chris Weydeveld,             

cweydeveld@wytfs.com, Technical Forestry Services, LLC, 6628 W. Riverside Dr. Casper, Wyo-

ming 82604, or (307) 333-1098 (office), (307) 272-9533 (mobile).  

Hot Springs County:  Contact Dion Robbins, County Fire Warden, at (307) 431-2767, or 

hscdwarden@rtconnect.com.  

Park County :  Bernie Spanogle, Firewise Coordinator, can be reached at pcfirewise@gmail.com. 

or at 307-250-9387.  The County Fire Warden is Russ Wenke, rwenke@parkcounty.us, 1131 

11th Street, Cody, Wyoming 82414, or (307) 527-8551. 

The basin Firewise website :  parkcountyfirewise.com  When you get there, surf the MENU 

to see what articles, photos, and short video clips are there.  Check it out. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

If you have general or specific questions about Firewise, two good online sources of      
answers are: www.firewisewyoming.com and www.livingwithfire.com. 

Do you have topics you would like included in future newsletters?  Please submit your suggestions and 
comments to firesmart@wytfs.com,  or by mail to G. Wynn, 824 Country Club, Casper, Wyoming 82609. 

Thanks for providing this newsletter go to the  Wyoming State Forestry Division, the Washakie County Fire 
Warden, and the U.S. Forest Service.  They provide the funding. 

This newsletter is provided as a service of your county’s Firewise Coordinator.  If you choose not to       
receive future issues, please respond to firesmart@wytfs.com, or to Big Horn/Washakie Firewise 

(6628 W. Riverside Drive, Casper, Wyoming  82604) by mail. 

A pair of booklets from Montana 
that apply to Bighorn Basin 
Firesmart.  View them by search-
ing Fire Safe Montana, or at their 
firesafemt.org website. 

 

This site also has a an outline for 
a WUI evacuation plan, and    
buttons to access current      
Montana wildfire activity. 

You can now keep up on daily news and events with Bighorn Basin 
Firewise. Go to: https://www.facebook.com/bighornbasin.firesmart 

Bighorn Basin Firesmart Wildland Fire Public Outreach and Education Website: 

http://wytfs.com/bighorn-basin-firesmart 

mailto:cweydeveld@wytfs.com
mailto:hscdwarden@gmail.com
http://parkcountyfirewise.com
http://www.firewisewyoming.com
http://www.livingwithfire.com
mailto:vegdaddy@gmail.com
mailto:vegdaddy@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/bighornbasin.firewise
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HARDENING YOUR HOME – SOME REMINDERS 
 

Flying embers can destroy homes up to a mile from a wildfire.  Here are some things you 
can do to harden your home and make it more fire resistant. 
 

Roof: The roof is the most vulnerable part of your home. Build your roof or re -roof with 
materials such as composition, metal or tile. Block any spaces between roof decking and 
covering to prevent embers from catching. 
 

Vents:  Vents on homes create openings for flying embers. 
Cover all vent openings with 1/8-inch to 1/4-inch metal mesh.  It won’t melt and burn. 
Protect vents in eaves or cornices with baffles to block embers (mesh is not enough).  
 

Eaves and Soffits:  Eaves and soffits should be protected with ignition-resistant* or non-
combustible materials. 
 

Windows: Heat from a wildfire can cause windows to break, allowing burning embers 
inside the house even before the home ignites.  Large windows are the most vulnerable.  
Install dual-paned windows with one pane of tempered glass to reduce the chance of 
breakage in a fire. 
• Consider limiting the size and number of windows that face areas of vegetation. 

 

Walls:  Wood products, such as boards, panels or shingles, are common siding materi-
als. However, they are combustible and not good choices for fire -prone areas. 
• Build or remodel your walls with ignition resistant* building materials, such as stucco, 

fiber cement, wall siding, fire retardant, treated wood, or other approved materials.  
• Be sure to extend materials from the foundation to the roof.  
 

Decks:  Surfaces within 10 feet of the building should be built with ignition -resistant*, 
non-combustible, or other approved materials.  
• Ensure that all combustible items are removed from underneath your deck.  
 

Rain Gutters:  Screen or enclose rain gutters to prevent accumulation of plant debris.  
 

Patio Cove:  Use the same ignition-resistant* materials for patio coverings as a roof.  
 

Chimney: Cover your chimney and stovepipe outlets with a non-combustible screen. 
Use metal screen material with openings no smaller than 3/8-inch and no larger than 1/2-
inch to prevent embers from escaping and igniting a fire.  
 

Garage:  Have fire extinguisher, shovel, rake, and bucket available for fire emergencies.  
Weather strip around and under the garage door to prevent embers from blowing in.  
Store all combustible and flammable liquids away from ignition sources.  

 

Fences:  Consider using ignition-resistant* or non-combustible fence materials to protect 
your home during a wildfire. 
 

Driveways and Access Roads:  Driveways should be built and maintained in to allow 
fire and emergency vehicles to reach your home. Consider maintaining access roads with 
a minimum of 10 feet of clearance on either side, allowing for two -way traffic. 
• All gates should open inward and be wide enough to for emergency equipment.  
• Trim trees and shrubs overhanging the road to allow emergency vehicles to pass.  
 

Address:  Make sure your address is clearly visible from the road or street.  
 

Water Supply:  Consider having multiple garden hoses long enough to reach all of your 
home and other structures. If you have a pool or well, consider getting a pump.  
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HERE’S A PAGE FROM MONTANA FireSafe ABOUT BEING FIRESMART 
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BEFORE AND AFTER PHOTOS OF FIRESMART WORK  

At a mountain cabin, trees were pruned, an ember trap shed and firewood were moved, and trees 

were thinned.  The results are that the cabin is now much more defensible that in the BEFORE picture. 

BEFORE AFTER 

This hedge was getting a little overgrown before trimming brought it back to a Firesmart condition 

MORE LITTLE THINGS THAT MATTER 

“Natural” wood decks and shake siding are 
nice, but need to be coated with a fire-resistant 
coating, and kept maintained that way. 
 

This weathered wood deck and siding were 
easily ignited by embers from a nearby wildfire, 
and only quick action by firefighters saved the 
home. 
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INSERT WILLOW PARK PICNIC FLYER FOR JUNE 15, 2019 

firesmart@wytfs.com 

June 15, 2019, at the Willow Park Group Area 

WHAT:  Annual Bighorn Basin Firesmart Picnic 

DATE:  June 15, 2019. 

TIME:  11:OO am to 2:OO pm (See agenda below) 

PLACE:  Willow Park Group Area, Bighorn National Forest 

AGENDA: 

 11:00-12:00 am—West Tensleep Cabin Owner’s Association meeting (Contact WTCCOA President  
  Greg Lungren (307) 480-0150 or email greg87r@rtconnect.net.) 

 12:00 noon to 1:00 pm—BBQ lunch (Prepared by Chubby Cheeks BBQ, and provided by the  
  West Tensleep Cabin Owner’s Association and Bighorn Basin Firesmart). 

 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm—Discussions with Agency Personnel and the Firesmart Coordinator 
  regarding wildfire preparedness and living with fire in the Bighorn Mountains and lowlands. 

mailto:vegdaddy@gmail.com
mailto:greg87r@rtconnect.net
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ANNUAL PRE-FIRE-SEASON FIREWISE WALK-AROUND CHECKLIST 

Once a home or cabin has been made Firesmart, the owner can’t sit back and enjoy it.  

Vegetation will continue to grow, and human activities will keep changing the situation. 

BEFORE FIRE SEASON: 

____ Remove leaves and forest litter from gutters, roofs, and within 3 feet of all structures 

____ Clean chimney screens 

____ Cut new small trees and shrubs within the 100-foot zone 

____ Remove dead trees within the 100-foot zone 

____ Check your address placard or sign for clear visibility 

____ Check walls and foundation for fresh bird and animal holes, and patch appropriately 

____ Move your conveniently-placed winter woodpile to more than 30 feet from all structures 

____ Check/replace the batteries in your emergency alert radio 

____ Carefully remove tree branches within four feet in all directions of your powerline 

____ Check window screens for a tight fit, and patch any holes 

____ Remove leaf and needles between the boards of decks, and under any decks /porches. 

____ Pick up winter-broken limbs within the 100-foot zone 

____ Remove flammable materials from decks and porches, except when actually in use 

____ Review your evacuation plan, and share it with the family 

____ Check your designated escape routes, and make sure they are clear for vehicle travel 

____ Move snowmobiles and other unused fire season vehicles outside of the 30-foot zone 

____ To keep current on wildfire nationwide or in your corner of Wyoming, get familiar 

         with the websites mentioned below, and add them to your computer’s “Favorites” list  
 

BEFORE GRASS CURES IN MID-SUMMER: 

____ Mow grassy areas around all structures 

____ Mow grass within and adjacent to driveways 

THIS PAGE IS ONE YOU HAVE SEEN BEFORE, BUT GETS REPEATED EACH SPRING 
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FIRESMART OFFERS HIZ TREE PRUNING WITHIN WASHAKIE COUNTY 

Home- and cabin-owners in Washakie County with approved Wildfire Mitigation Plans 

(WMP) can get some assistance in doing the tree pruning recommended in their WMP.  

Weather permitting, Washakie Firesmart will prune the trees in your Home Ignition Zone 

(HIZ) within 30 feet of your home/cabin, as in your WMP.  All you need to do is submit a    

request to Washakie County Firesmart at firesmart@wytfs.com, 6628 W. Riverside 

Dr. Casper, Wyoming 82604, or (307) 333-1098 (office), (307) 272-9533 

(mobile).  Your request should include your name and the location/physical address of 

your home or cabin. 

Removing the cut limbs will be the responsibility of the cabin– or home-owner. 

The above is the July 2019 example of the Wildland Fire Potential report prepared monthly by the 

National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) in Boise, Idaho.  These are based on a complex set of     

criteria that includes present and predicted drought conditions; snowpack levels and snowmelt rates; 

the previous winter’s temperature patterns; an outlook of anticipated weather; and decades of wildfire  

history.  These are released monthly for the next four-month period, and can be found at: 

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf  

mailto:vegdaddy@gmail.com
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf

