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Firesmart information and all newsletter issues are available at: 

www.bighornbasinfiresmart.com 

WASHAKIE COUNTY FIRESMART UPDATE 

Washakie County was unsuccessful this year in obtaining a 
CWSF/WUI (Firewise) grant, which is administered through the 
Council of Western State Foresters.  The grant application   
submitted by Washakie County Firesmart asked for funding to 
complete the second phase of the 102-acre Winchester Fuels 
Project, allow the Bighorn Basin Firesmart public outreach   
program to continue for the next three years, and fund the 
Firesmart Coordinators position.  Wyoming only submitted one 
CWSF/WUI grant application this year.  Washakie County also 
submitted a Community Assistance for Adjacent Lands (CAFA) 
grant for 2023, and is waiting to hear if that application is      
successful. 

The Winchester Fuels Reduction Project encompasses a 102-
acre area of private land along the Bighorn River in the      
community of Winchester at the southern edge of Washakie 
County.  The area has seen a dense buildup of Russian olive, 
tamarisk and other fuels including dead and down woody     
materials.  All the invasive Russian olive and tamarisk is being 
removed, as well as the down and dead woody materials.  
Much of the removal occurs with the use of a mastication head 
on a skid steer which reduces the materials to a mulch layer.  
The funding is split between the USDA Forest Service CWSF/
WUI 2018 Washakie County Firewise Grant, and the Wyoming 
Wildlife Natural Resources Trust Fund.  Collaborators include 
the Chatham Ranch, the Worland Fire Protection District, 
Washakie County Weed & Pest, and the Wyoming State     
Forestry Division.  The contractor selected for the work is 
Coop’s Forestry Spraying & Mulching out of Sundance.  Page 
three has BEFORE and AFTER photos of the 25 acres of the 
Winchester Fuels Reduction Project completed to date. 

http://www.bighornbasinfiresmart.com/
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THE BIG HORN BASIN FIREWISE/FIRESMART COORDINATORS ARE: 

Big Horn County:  The County Fire Warden is Brent Godfrey (307) 568-2324. 

Washakie County:  Chris Kocher, Fire Warden, ckocher@worlandfire.org, P.O. Box 504, Worland, 

Wyoming 82401, or (307) 347-6379. The Firesmart Coordinator is Chris Weydeveld,           

cweydeveld@wytfs.com, Technical Forestry Services, LLC, 6628 W. Riverside Dr. Casper,          

Wyoming 82604, or (307) 272-9533 (mobile). 

Hot Springs County:  Contact Dion Robbins, County Fire Warden, at (307) 431-2767, or 

hscdwarden@rtconnect.com.  

Park County:  The County Fire Warden is Jerry Parker, JParker@ParkCounty.us, 1125 11th 

Street, Cody, Wyoming 82414, or (307) 527-8551.  The Park County Firewise Coordinator is 

Steffen Cornell, steffen.cornell@conservewy.net, or (307) 868-2484. 

The Park County Firewise website:  parkcountyfirewise.com  When you get there, surf the 

MENU to see what articles, photos, and short video clips are there.  Check it out. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

If you have general or specific questions about Firewise, two good online sources for      
answers are: www.firewisewyoming.com and www.livingwithfire.com. 

Do you have topics you would like included in future newsletters?  Please submit your suggestions and 
comments to firesmart@wytfs.com,  or by mail to G. Wynn, 824 Country Club, Casper, Wyoming 82609. 

Thanks for providing this newsletter go to the Wyoming State Forestry Division, the Washakie County Fire 
Warden, and the U.S. Forest Service.  They provide the funding. 

This newsletter is provided as a service of your county’s Firesmart Coordinator.  Everyone gets the 
newsletter by email or a link to the newsletter.  If you choose not to receive future issues, you can click 
the unsubscribe link in the email for this newsletter, or reply to that email. 

You can now keep up on daily news and events with Bighorn Basin 
Firesmart at: https://www.facebook.com/BighornBasinFiresmart 

An interesting offering by Barnyards & Backyards.  

Their website and quarterly magazine is also full of 

information about rural living in Wyoming.  Wildfire 

and other Firesmart articles are included. 

Partner Organizations include: 

• University of Wyoming Extension 

• Wyoming State Forestry Division 

• Wyoming Conservation Districts 

• Wyoming Weed and Pest Council 

• Audubon Rockies 

• USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) 

• Wyoming Department of Agriculture 

mailto:cweydeveld@wytfs.com
mailto:hscdwarden@gmail.com
http://parkcountyfirewise.com
http://www.firewisewyoming.com
http://www.livingwithfire.com
mailto:vegdaddy@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BighornBasinFiresmart
http://www.uwyo.edu/uwe/
http://lands.state.wy.us/
http://www.conservewy.com/
http://www.wyoweed.org/
http://rockies.audubon.org/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wy/technical/?cid=nrcs142p2_026737
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wy/technical/?cid=nrcs142p2_026737
http://wyagric.state.wy.us/
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THE WINCHESTER FUELS REDUCTION PROJECT 

This treatment removes all the invasive Russian olive and tamarisk as well as 

the down and dead woody materials.  Much of the removal occurs with the use 

of a mastication head on a skid-steer, which reduces the materials to a mulch 

layer.  The skid-steer mastication head is picture in the lower right photo. 
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2022 WYOMING WILDFIRE ACTIVITY ON NON-FEDERAL LANDS 

A REMINDER PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED IN THE FOOTHILLS 

OBSERVER OF FREMONT COUNTY FIREWISE  
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2023 WYOMING WILDFIRE PREDICTIONS AS OF THE END OF MARCH 

A wet winter and spring 
boosted snowpack to 
above-average levels in 
the state. This has          
removed the Drought     
Monitor readings for the 
Bighorn Basin, at least 
temporarily, to “None.” 

This contributed strongly 
to the Wildland Fire      
Potential prediction for 
April through June to a 
“Normal” level as shown 
on the map below. 

You still need to do your     
annual (See Page 7) pre-
season Firesmart checklist! 

April through June 2022 

More information from Fremont County’s  Foothill Observer 
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Fuels treatments between Canyon Creek Country cabin lots, as accomplished 

during the 2022 Annual Workday. 

FROM WYOMING WEED AND PEST 
6 WAYS TO STOP THE SPREAD OF INVASIVE SPECIES 

1. CLEAN FOOTWEAR, CLOTHES, PACKS, AND PETS      
BEFORE AND AFTER EXPLORING OR HUNTING. 

2. CLEAN HORSES’ HOOVES AND FEED THEM WEED-
FREE CERTIFIED HAY BEFORE YOUR ADVENTURE. 

3. CLEAN, DRAIN, AND DRY YOUR WATERCRAFT, AND 
ANGLING GEAR. 

4. CLEAN TRAILERS AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLES TO REMOVE MUD, 
PLANTS, AND HIDDEN PESTS BEFORE TRAVELING. 

5. BUY CERTIFIED HEAT-TREATED FIREWOOD WHERE YOU PLAN TO BURN 
IT OR GATHER IT ON SITE WHEN PERMITTED. 

6. LEARN ABOUT INVASIVE SPECIES IN YOUR AREA AND REPORT THEM IF 
FOUND. 

Pro tip: Stay on designated trails to prevent introducing more invasives to common areas. 

The above is an example of the Firesmart tree thinning and fuels treatment work 

done during the annual Canyon Creek Community Work Day that has been a late 

summer activity for several years.  A full day of residents, kids to grandparents, 

typically participate.  Besides a community lunch, the Washakie County fire folks 

do refresher training on the fire trucks stationed at that community. 
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Everything on this page is important enough to be repeated every year. 
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A FEW LITTLE THINGS THAT MATTER 

Even if your window wells are covered, they still tend to 
collect leaves, bird nests, and other trash.  A periodic clean-
ing is recommended to remove flammable materials. 

 Weathered lumber piled against a building. Cured grass  in contact with an outside wall 

And it’s not just what is outside your 
buildings.  The photo to the left shows 
windblown leaves in the corner of a  
garage or shed.  If the door is open, 
doesn’t fit tight with the walls or floor, 
or has wide cracks, this is a good spot 
for embers to catch the building on fire.  
Sweeping and a workshop vacuum 
cleaner can do a good job removing this 
hazard. 


